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At her place she found one breakfast a bill made 
out by her small son, Bradley, aged eight -- 
Mother owes Bradley: for running errands, 25 
cents; for being good, 10 cents; for taking music 
lessons, 15 cents; for extras, 5 cents.  Total, 55 
cents.  Mother just smiled.  At lunch Bradley 
found the bill under his plate with 55 cents and 
another piece of paper neatly folded like the first.  
Opening it he read -- Bradley owes Mother:  for 
nursing him through sickness, nothing; for being 
good to him, nothing; for clothes, shoes and 
playthings, nothing; for his playroom, nothing; 
for his meals, nothing.  Total, nothing. 

Bradley’s mother did what she did for her 
son out of love.  She did not take care of him 
and give him things to get anything in return, 
but because she loved him.  We, as a 
congregation of believers, work together, using 
our diverse gifts and abilities for the spreading of 
the Gospel, for the same reason Bradley’s mother 
looked after him -- we do it out of love.  We give 
of our earthly wealth and we spend our precious 
time working for the Lord, because the love of 
God has moved our hearts in love to give of 
ourselves and all that we have. 

In 1 Corinthians 12, the Apostle Paul talks about 
how the church is like a body made up of many 

parts, each having differing abilities to 
contribute for the use of the whole 

body.  But there is in each one of us 
a little bit of selfish streak that 

says “What I have to give is too 
good for these other people.”  

Or perhaps it is a tinge of 
jealousy that might lead you to say, 

“I don’t have much to offer compared 
to them, and therefore I will not do 
anything at all.”  God forgive us in 
Christ when we act so selfishly. 

The inclination of our hearts is to be jealous of those whom we perceive 
to have more than we do, even if it is a greater measure of spiritual gifts 
that they have.  Jealousy and selfishness would rob us of the joy in using 
our gifts for the benefit of others.  God does not ask you to live up to 
the standards of someone else, to fill their shoes, but to use your 
talents and abilities and spiritual gifts in love. Without the gift of love, I 
am nothing. 

What is love?  Paul goes to some rather extreme measures to define 
what Christian love is.  He says, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 

does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. It always protects, always 

trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.”   

No matter what spiritual gifts God gives 
to you, if you do not use them with love 

they become useless.  Every job we do, is to 
be done in love; whether it is preaching a sermon or 

the way that we speak to our spouses; whether it be the job you do as a 
volunteer here at church or the work you do for your employer; 
whether it be the making of a meal or your prayers on behalf of those in 
need.  Each task you perform in faith and in hope is to be a work done 
in love. 

That is easier said than done.  There is in us a constant struggle, 
between the Old Adam, who is selfish and cares nothing for others, and 
the New Man, who with love works for his fellow man and the Lord.  As 
you go through the week ahead, ask yourself from time to time, “Am I 
acting in love?  Am I speaking in love?”  All too often we let the cat out 
of the bag, we say something or do something that we later regret.  But 
before we get to that point, remember Paul’s encouragement, to use 
our spiritual gifts, to do all things in love. 

And the only way we will be so moved to act and to speak in love is if 
the Holy Spirit is dwelling in our hearts, if God’s love fills us to 
overflowing in our lives.  May the love of God fill your heart, and may 
you in turn show that Christ-like love to one others, for Jesus’ sake.   
 



Spiritual Growth Opportunities 
End Times – Jesus Is Coming Soon is the title of a 

6-week topic that we just started on Jan. 27.  
Five more weeks remain.  The course is led 
by Pastor Gawrisch.  There will be an 
alternative Bible Class for Marriage 
Enrichment, The Two Will Become One, 

beginning on Feb. 10.  Our Jesus Untangled, 
Bible Basics Course, continues to meet also on 

Sunday mornings at 9:20 a.m.  The course is usually taught by 
Pastor Schwartz.  Pastor Nitz continues to teach a class on 
Monday nights after the Service at 7:45.  Presently they are 
going through a video-based course, entitled, Risen: Without 
a Doubt.  Our Friday morning Early Bird Bible Class continues 
to meet on Friday mornings in the Conference Room at 8:00 
a.m.  The Book of Colossians is the last Book of our  study of 
Paul’s Prison Epistles.  Pastor Gawrisch is leading this group.  
Our Kingdom Kids and Kids Bible Time programs meet every 
Sunday from 9:15-10:15 a.m.  for our children age Pre-K 3 
through the 8th Grade.  Free Nursery Care is also offered 
during the Bible Class hour in the Extended Care Classroom.  
Join us for any of these spiritual growth opportunities 
throughout our 2nd semester!     

The Two 

will become 

One Flesh:  

Biblical Insights to Help 

Strengthen Your Marriage 

This alternative, group-specific 
Bible Study will begin on 
Sunday, February 10th.   It is 
our hope that by reviewing 
what God has to say about 
marriage and your relation-
ship to one another, the bond 
you have as husband and wife might grow. 
 

Call Update 
Mrs. Heidi Biesterfeld had received a Call to teach 7th Grade 
at Christ-St. Peter Lutheran School in Milwaukee.  We are 
thankful that after prayerful deliberation she has decided to 
remain with us here at Star of Bethlehem.  Please continue to 
pray for her and all of our Lutheran Elementary School 
teachers and staff, that the Lord might continue to bless the 
work they do as they daily bring Jesus to the children of our 
congregation and community.   

 
We welcome Steven Sloan to our Star of 
Bethlehem family this month.  May the Lord 
continue to bless his membership among us with 
the Holy Spirit’s blessing on his use of the Means 
of Grace.  Welcome, Steven!   

Our next Seniors’ Meeting will be on Wednesday, 
February 27, at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Kevin Keller, 
Development Director at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary, will be here to speak about the ongoing 
work at our Pastoral Training School in Mequon.  
It will be casserole night.  The meal is at 6:00 p.m.  
Bring a dish or dessert, or your $5.00 toward the 
expenses.   The presentation will begin about 6:45 
and conclude around 7:30 p.m. 
 

Our Star Seniors will also 
be going to Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School on 
Friday, March 1, for the 
Spaghetti Supper and play, 
The Sound of Music.  We 
will leave from the church 
parking lot at 5:30 for the 
supper.  The play begins at 7:30 p.m.  We will pay 
at the door for the meal and the play.  The cost of 
the play is $10.00.  The meal will be about the 
same.  Please sign up for this outing so we know 
how many drivers will be needed. 

   
Our 8th Annual Rummage and Bake Sale will be on 
Saturday, February 23.  Donation drop-off is 
Friday, February 22, from 2:45-5:00 p.m.  Please 
sign up on the credenza by the bulletin board to 
donate your time or a bakery item to sell.  Thanks 
for your support of our H.S.A.! 



Building 

Committee Update 
A bit of good news!  The variance we needed 
to be able to build was approved on 
February 7th by the city on a 4-1 vote.  The 
Building Committee will now continue to do 
their work as we have made it past the first 
of many hurdles. 
 

VOTERS’ MEETING 

The meeting, originally scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 30th, was held on 
Tuesday, February 5th, instead because of 
bad weather!  At the meeting, the voters 
passed a budget that calls for an increase of 
4.9% in offerings.  While that seems to be 
significant, as we all seek to follow God’s 
direction for proportionate, first-fruits 
giving, such a goal is attainable.   

Elections were also held.  The following men 
were elected by the congregation’s voters: 
Chip Tesch, Vice President; Mark Gerhard, 
Recording Secretary; Steve Pielmeier, Peter 
Lohr, and Paul Voss, Spiritual Care Team 
(Elders); Doug Shiery, Nick Honeck, and Josh 
Derouin, School Board; Joel Aldinger, 
Worship Team Leader; Cal Patterson, 
Finance Team Leader; Chuck Wichmann, 
Expenditures Coordinator; and Aaron Betty, 
Revenue Coordinator.  Gentlemen, we are 
thankful for your willingness to serve and we 
pray that the Lord would provide you the 
wisdom and strength to faithfully carry out 
the work you have been asked to do. 

A number of positions were not able to be 
filled by the Nominations Team.  There is a 
need for six more men to serve as a part of 
the Spiritual Care Team, for an Outreach 
Team Lead, Properties Team Lead, and 
Fellowship Team Lead.  If you know of 
anyone whom may be a good candidate for 
one of these positions, please speak to one 
of the pastors, the church president Gene 
Szaj, or Nomination Team Lead Mike Olson. 

Our sincere thanks to all those who had 
served the congregation and the Lord in 
these roles in the past. 

There is a signup sheet on the 
bulletin board for anyone who 
would like to participate on our 
Star Men’s Softball Team this 
summer.  Games are on Tuesday 
nights at the Malone Park in New 
Berlin, just down Casper Drive.  
Players must be over 18.  Each 
team is limited to 20 players.  
Randy Alf will again be serving as 
our team’s coach and coordinator.  
Please sign up as soon as possible.  
We look forward to another 
exciting season for our men’s 
softball team.  The first game is 
usually the last Tuesday of April.  
This has always been an excellent 
opportunity for fellowship among 
our men and identity in the 
community.   
 

After a slow start, our men have 
been playing exciting basketball of 
late.  We are 4-3 with four games 
remaining.  There was no Men’s 
Basketball League last Sunday.  We 
resume play this Sunday, February 
10, at 6:00 p.m. vs Christ, 
Pewaukee, which has the same 
record.  Good luck, Star men, on 
the remainder of the season! 

 

 

It pleased Almighty God to call 
out of this life the souls of Mel 
Pagenkopf, Dan Weiland, and 
Diane Pielmeier.  May the Lord 
comfort their families with the 
blessed hope of joyous reunions 
in heaven. 

News from WLHS 
“In the Image” WLHS Fashion Show—
On Sunday, February 24, WLHS will 
hold its first ever fashion show, "In the 
Image" in the school's atrium from 
2:00-4:00 p.m. The event is a 
celebration for women of all ages. 
Through this fashion show, a 
scholarship will be awarded to a WLHS 
junior year female student, based on 
academic success as well as 
community outreach and volunteer 
activities.  Cost is $10 for front row 
seats or $5 for general admission. Visit 
wlhs.org/image to RSVP by Monday, 
February 8. 

Kids Carnival—Step right up and try 
your luck at over 45 fun games! 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School is 
hosting a kids carnival on Sunday, 
February 17, from 1:00-3:30 p.m. 
Children age 3 through fourth grade 
are invited to play games, meet live 
animals, and participate in other fun 
activities. Purchase 20 game tokens 
for $3 or a $5 wristband that includes 
20 tokens and admission to the 
magician show and bounce house. 
Parents and grandparents are 
admitted free of charge and 
encouraged to bring their cameras for 
some great photo opportunities. 

Save the Date WLHS Dinner 
Auction—On Saturday, April 6, 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School will 
hold its 23rd Annual Dinner Auction 
under the theme “Prepare for 
Trumpets.”  This dinner auction is the 
top fundraising event for the high 
school. Mark your calendar, register 
early, and consider an item to 
donation. For more information, visit 
wlhs.org/auction.   

Career Exploration and College Fair—
Students in 8th through 12th grade 
and parents are invited to WLHS on 
Monday, January 28, from 6:30-8:00 
p.m. for a career exploration and 
college fair night. This is a great 
opportunity for students to come and 
talk with actual professionals from a 
wide variety of fields.  Representatives 
from 27 colleges such as UW-Madison, 
Marquette, and DePaul, as well as 
Lutheran colleges in our fellowship 
MLC, WLC, and Bethany will also be in 
attendance. 
 

http://wlhs.org/image
http://wlhs.org/auction


Submitted by Susan Abel,  
BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 

In 2003, the American Heart Association and the National 
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute launched National Wear 
Red Day. The national movement was designed to 
capture the attention of women and help them 
understand that heart disease is an equal opportunity 

killer. 
  

Sixteen years later, heart disease continues to be the leading 
cause of death of American women. The good news is that 80 
percent of cardiac events can be prevented with education and 

lifestyle modification – and awareness of the impact of heart disease on woman has 
increased over the years. The American Heart Association reports that: 
 
• Nearly 90 percent of women have made at 

least one healthy behavior change. 
• More than one-third of women have lost weight. 
• More than 50 percent of women have increased 

their exercise. 
• Six out of 10 women have changed their diets. 
• More than 40 percent of women have 

checked their cholesterol levels. 
• One-third of women have talked with their 

doctors about developing heart health plans. 
• Death in women has decreased by more than 30 percent 

over the past 10 years. 
 

 

In the fall of 2017, Hurricane Maria struck the Caribbean islands of Dominica and 
Puerto Rico with a vengeance. It is regarded as the worst natural disaster to affect 
the two islands. At its peak with maximum sustained winds at 175 mph, the hurricane 
caused catastrophic damage and numerous fatalities across the northeastern 
Caribbean. In Puerto Rico, the population suffered from flooding, the worst electrical 
blackout in U.S. history, and extreme damage and destruction to property. 

Our sister synod, the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Church of Puerto Rico, was 
severely impacted. The church building in Guayama suffered extensive damage; the 
church in Humacao was completely destroyed. Homes of pastors and many members 
also were damaged. 

WELS members responded generously with gifts to WELS Christian Aid and Relief. But 
the devastation caused by the storm made communication with our fellow Christians 
in Puerto Rico difficult. Damaged infrastructure made quick efforts to provide relief 
impossible. It was difficult to know what needed to be done to help and how that 
help could be delivered. 

Early last summer WELS Christian Aid and Relief sent retired missionary Rev. Larry 
Schlomer to the island. He was asked to stay for up to a year to help the church 
leaders determine what needed to be done and then to help organize relief and 
rebuilding efforts. 

In the months after Pastor Schlomer’s arrival, he worked, along with WELS volunteer 
Jerry Zimpelmann, to coordinate repairs to the church at Guayama and to the homes 
of pastors and members. They also coordinated the work of WELS volunteers who 
came to Puerto Rico to assist. Most of that work is completed. Significantly, this 
weekend marks a milestone in WELS efforts to help our sister church body. The 
church at Humacao has been completely rebuilt and will be rededicated in a worship 
service on Feb. 10. 

Our fellow Christians in Puerto Rico have expressed their deep gratitude to God and 
to WELS members for this assistance. We thank God for our partnership in the gospel 
with our fellow believers in Puerto Rico, and we thank God for moving the people of 
WELS to make these relief and rebuilding efforts possible. 

Serving in Christ, 
WELS President Mark Schroeder 

From the 

President 
Recently, a newer member of Star asked me 
about the concept of “tithing.”  Where did it 
come from, and are Christians required to 
tithe? 

Here’s how I answered: 

Tithing was originally part of the old 
ceremonial laws, or what is sometimes 
referred to as “the law of Moses.”  It was 
given specifically to the nation of Israel, God’s 
chosen people. 

But how did tithing come about? 

Back in Old Testament times, the nation of 
Israel was just being formed.  The new nation 
was divided into 12 tribes, and 11 of those 
tribes grew crops, raised animals, inherited 
land, etc.  The 12th tribe, the tribe of Levi, 
were the priests and administrators of the 
nation.  The Levites did everything from 
maintaining the tabernacle/temple, to 
judging disputes, diagnosing illnesses, and 
being the judicial system.  But they did not 
grow crops, raise animals, or inherit land 
since they were supposed to devote their full 
time in service to the Lord. 

In order to support the work of the Levites, 
the other 11 tribes were required to give a 
tithe of 10% of their income to the tribe of 
Levi. 

The tearing of the temple curtain in 
Jerusalem on Good Friday (Matthew 27:51) 
abolished all the ceremonial laws – including 
the command to give tithes.  Christians are 
now exempt from the ceremonial laws since 
we now have Christian freedom (Colossians 
2:16,17). 

However, we can certainly use the tithe as an 
encouragement or pattern for our giving.  
Today, the concept of the tithe is really about 
“first fruits,” proportionate giving to our Lord 
– and whether that happens to be more or 
less than 10% of one’s income is entirely at 
each Christian’s discretion. 

If you haven’t tried tithing, I would encourage 
you to give it a try.  Challenge yourself – try it 
out for the next 90 days.  You just might be 
surprised at how liberating it really can be! 

And know that, just as it was in Old 
Testament times, your treasures are being 
used to support today’s mission work of the 
modern-day Christian church. 

See you in church! 
- Gene Szaj  


